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UNIT I 

1.  I HEAR AMERICA SINGING 

 

I. Choose the correct Answers: 

1. The poem ‘I hear America singing’ is written by --------. 

    a)Walt Whitman  b)Emily Dickinson  c) Sylvia Plath. 

2. The poem first published in------. 

     a)1878     b)1875   c)1860. 

3. Who is hearing the carols--------. 

    a)The author   b) the carpenter   c) the woman 

4. Who is singing and measure the pieces of wood------? 

    a)The Carpender   b) the  woodcutter  c) the ploughmam 

5. What picture of America does the Poem present?-----. 

    a) Might     b)wealthy      c) robust and healthy. 

II. Fill in the blanks: 

1. The speaker refers to the “varied” songs as------. 

    Ans) Carols 

2. In this poem, Whit man pays a tribute to which country? 

    Ans) America 

3. The poem presents a ------- America. 

    Ans) robust and healthy  

4. In 1846 Walt Whitman became editor of -------- the leading newspaper. 

    Ans) ‘Daily eagle’ 

5. In which year Whitman published in his first edition of ‘Leaves of grass’?. 

    Ans) 1855 

 

III. SHORT ANSWERS: 

1. What is the common nickname for Whitman's final edition of "Leaves of Grass," 

published in 1891? 

      This last version of Leaves of Grass was published in 1892 and is referred to as the 

"deathbed edition". 



2. What kind of people are the Americans? 

    The Americans are a happy, hard working people, who take pleasure in their work and in    

their life. 

3. What does Walt Whitman hear?  

     Walt Whitman hears varied carols. 

 4. When do the individuals sing?  

     The individuals sing when they are engaged in their work. 

5. What do the singers wish?  

    The singers wish that America should be happy and strong. 

 6. When does the mason sing? 

     The mason sings his song when he is making ready for his work or when he is going off from 

his work. 

 7.  When did he publish his first edition ‘Leaves of Grass’? 

       In 1855 he published the first edition of ‘Leaves of Grass’. 

8. How does Whitman tribute to his motherland? 

      By projecting the picture of a happy and strong Whitman pays America, a glowing tribute to 

his motherland, America. 

 9. According to Whitman, who constitute America? 

        According to Whitman, it is not the rich and the wealthy that constitute America, but it is 

people like mechanics, carpenters, and masons, etc. that constitute America. 

 10. Give a list of the people who constitute America.  

        Whitman feels that it is the mechanics, carpenters, masons, boatmen, deckhands, 

shoemakers, hatters, woodcutters, ploughboys, housewives and young girls who constitute 

America, 

 11. What is Whitman's opinion about these people? 

        Whitman's opinion is that all these people contribute their mite to the onward movement of 

life in America. 

12. When does the mason sing? 

       The mason sings his song when he is making ready for his work or when he is going off 

from his work.  

13. What does the poet hear at night? 



      At night, the poet hears the loud melodious songs of young fellows, robust and friendly. 

14. What is the Author’s opinion about these people? 

     Whitman’s opinion is that all these people contribute their mite to the onward movement of 

life in America. 

15. When do the girls sing? 

       The girls sing when they are sewing or washing. 

 

IV. PARAGRAPHS: 

1. What are the varied carols heard by the author? 

         In this poem “I Hear America Singing,” the author describes various "carols" that arise 

from different figures in the American working class as people go about their work. He hears 

the mechanics, the carpenter, the mason, and the boatman singing.  

The deckhand, shoemaker, hatter, wood-cutter, and ploughboy sing their songs, as well. The 

speaker celebrates each individual song, which provides the connection between the worker and 

his/her task: for example, "the deckhand [sings] on the steamboat deck" and "the shoemaker 

sings as he sits on his bench." The speaker mentions working women, as well. The mother and 

the young wife sing, as does the girl doing her sewing and washing. Each person in the poem has 

an individual carol, and together, they create the sound of "America Singing." 

2. How do Americans take pleasure in their work? 

         Americans are happy, hard-working people The poet hears in his imagination the varied 

songs of America, sung by her different peoples, in different walks of life. The Americans are 

happy, hard-working people, who take pleasure in their work and their life. The mechanics, the 

carpenters, the masons, the boatmen, the shoemakers, the woodcutters, all sing in the morning, 

noon, and night as they work. The women also sing merrily, as they work. 

3. How does the character of the American people sketch? 

        The character of the American people sketched It is a nation of which the poet is rightly 

proud, and so he celebrates it in his poetry. Thus by the use of the catal1ogue- technique and 

long sweeping lines the poet has succeeded in conveying a vivid sense of the varied, 

multitudinous life of America, as well as of the comradeship and zest for life of her people. The 

character of the American people has been vividly and graphically sketched within a brief 

compass. 



 

V. ESSAY 

Write a critical appreciation of the poem ‘I Hear America Singing’. 

                Walt Whitman was an American poet, essayist, and journalist who was born on May 

31st, 1819 in West Hills, New York, United States. His father, Walter, was a carpenter, farmer 

and a free thinker. Whitman is among the most influential poets in the American canon often 

called the father of free verse. His major work ‘Leaves of Grass’ was first published in 1855. The 

work was an attempt to reaching out to the common person with an American Epic. He 

continued expanding and revising it until his death in 1892. 

        The poem ‘I hear America singing’ forms a part of the ‘inscription’ section of Walt 

Whitman's ‘Leaves of Grass’ published in 1860. In this poem, the poet presents a happy and 

strong America. Through this poem, Whitman pays a glowing tribute to his motherland.  

         The poet hears different types of Songs. Each individual engaged in their ability. Everyone 

sings a song appropriate to their profession. The Mechanic Sings his song and wishes that 

America should be happy and strong. The carpenter is singing his song while he is measuring the 

plank. The mason sings his song when he is making himself ready for his work or when he is 

leaving off his work. The boatman sings his song when he is in his boat roaming and his assistant 

sings his song on the Deck in the steamboat. The Woodcutter and the ploughboy sing their song 

on their way to work in the morning or at noon during the interval or during the sunset when 

their work is over. As Shoemaker sits on his bench, he sings his song. The hatter sings his songs 

when he stands to sell his hats. The mother and the young wife sing their sweet songs while 

doing their work. The girl sings a song while sewing or washing. Everyone is singing only that 

song that is appropriate to their work and not the song that belongs to others. During the day they 

sing songs suitable for their profession and during the night the group of strong healthy young 

man Sing melody songs loudly. 

         Whitman who thinks that America belongs not to the rich and wealthy but the ordinary 

common people like mechanics, carpenters, masons, boatmen, deckhands, shoemakers, hatters, 

woodcutters, ploughboy, mothers, housewives and young girls, is of the view that it is these lay 

people who constitute America. It is they who make America. These common people contribute 

their mite to the onward movement of life in America. The varied carols of these people from the 



city to the country, from the sea to land, reflect a genuine joy in the creativity and productivity of 

America and its myths. 

         Thus by singing about America is in clear and resonant terms. Whitman pays attention to 

the National life of America. in the poem, Whitman depicts robust, healthy happy America and 

Pays a glowing tribute to his motherland. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

2. A BIRD CAME DOWN THE WALK 

 

I. Choose the correct answers: 

1. The poem ‘The bird came down the walk’ is written by whom? 

    a)Emily Dickinson     b) Robert Frost   c) Whitman 

2. Where was Emily Dickinson born? 

   a) Massachusetts  b) England c)France 

3. What did the bird eat? 

   a) a rat b) a spider c) an angleworm. 

4. The bird ate the worm------. 

   a) Cooked b) raw c) boiled. 

5. Emily Dickinson was a great poet of -----. 

    a) Nature   b) metaphysical   c)political 

II. Fill in the Blanks: 

1. The bird flew towards its------. 

     Ans) Home. 

2. What did the poetess offer to the bird? 

    Ans) a crumb. 

3. The poem  ‘A bird came down the walk’ is a ----- poem. 

    Ans) nature. 

4.The bird bit the angleworm into------. 

    Ans) halves 

5. The bird unrolled its------. 

    Ans) feathers. 

 

 

III. SHORT ANSWERS: 

1. What did the author see? 

     Emily Dickinson saw a bird coming down the walk. 

 



2. What did the bird do? 

 The bird bit an angleworm into two and ate it raw. 

3. What did Emily Dickinson give to the bird? 

  Emily Dickinson gave a crumb to the bird. 

4. Did the bird accept the crumb? 

No, The bird did not accept the crumb because it was frightened and it suspected the poetess. 

5. What did the author see? 

 Emily Dickinson saw a bird coming down the walk. The bird did not know that he was being 

watched by the author. He bit an angleworm into two halves and ate it. 

 6. What was the opinion of Emily Dickinson about the bird? 

   Emily Dickinson thought that the bird might have awakened to the dangers lying about him if 

he stayed in that place for a long time. He looked around quickly with his eyes that looked like 

frightened beads and then moved his silky head. He behaved cautiously as a person who was in 

danger. 

7. Did the bird know that the poetess saw him? 

 No, the bird did not know that the poetess was seeing him. 

8. Where did the bird drink? 

The bird drunk a dew from a Grass. 

9. What is the major theme of the poem 'A Bird Came down the Walk’? 

    The major theme of the poem 'A Bird Came down the Walk" is the unbridgeable gap between 

the world of man and the world of nature. 

10. Where does the beauty of the first three stanzas lie? 

      The beauty of the first three stanzas lie in the description of natural phenomena from the 

point of Everything is seen through the bird's view of the bird. eyes. 

11. How is the flying creature's body like? 

     The bird's body is like a boat pushed forward by the oar-like wings. 

 12. How is the flight of the bird described? 

      The flight of the bird is as soft and noiseless as that of butterflies off sunny banks. Like the 

bird the butterflies also leap into the vast, ocean-like air and 'swim' that is, they fly.  

 

 



13. What do the bird’s eating a worm and shrinking from a beetle imply? 

  The bird’s eating a worm and shrinking from a beetle imply that even in the world of nature 

there is constant civil war and mutual destruction. 

14. Did the bird address as a human in this poem? 

   Yes, the bird is also addressed as a human, especially a male that makes the poem more 

relatable. 

15. How many stanzas are there in this poem? 

 There are five stanzas in this poem. 

 

IV. PARAGRAPHS: 

1. What are the Major Themes in “A Bird Came down the Walk”? 

        Nature’s beauty, human connection with nature, and self-consciousness are the major 

themes of this poem. At first glance, the poem seems simply about a bird that comes down to 

satisfy his hunger and departs gently without bringing any harm to the earth. On a deeper level, 

the poem explains the inner self-conscious nature of man versus bird. Normally, nature acts as a 

mother that provides comfort to every living creature. However, here, it frightens the bird and 

leaves the speaker shy. Keeping the fear of being caught in mind, the bird walks away whereas 

the writer’s interaction with the bird is also somewhat suspenseful. 

 

2. Explain “A Bird, Came down the Walk” As a Representative of Nature. 

       This poem is about the speaker’s interaction with a bird that comes down in search of food. 

The poem begins when the speaker scrutinizes a bird moving along the pathway. Unaware about 

the surroundings, the bird catches a worm, cuts it into pieces, and devours it. Also, he drinks 

dewdrops from the grass, then slowly hops aside to let the beetle pass. The bird, fearful, looks 

around quickly with rapid eyes. Both the speaker and the bird are trying to surmount their fears 

because the bird is walking in a strange land and the narrator is on his path. The speaker gently 

offers him a crumb, but, instead of taking, he unrolled his feathers and takes his flight back 

home. The speaker notices his departure and elegantly describes his casual walk. 

 



3. Are there any poetic devices in "A Bird came down the Walk," like similes, metaphors,     

and personification? 

      In "A Bird came down the Walk" Dickinson uses many literary devices. She 

uses personification, for example, when she gives the bird some human characteristics. Notice in 

the first stanza how Dickinson's description of the bird makes him seem human. By describing 

the worm as a "fellow," Dickinson again uses personification. In the third stanza, the "beads" are 

also personified when Dickinson describes them as being "frightened." 

    There are also some metaphors in this poem. In the final six lines, for instance, Dickinson 

compares the bird's feathers to a set of oars and the sky to the ocean. 

    Finally, Dickinson uses alliteration in the first line of the second stanza "Drank a dew" and 

again in the final stanza with the phrase "Oars divide the Ocean." By using alliteration, 

Dickinson emphasizes the beauty and grace of the bird. 

 

4. What is the difference between man and the bird given in this poem? 

       The difference between the bigness of man and the smallness of the bird is emphasized by 

drawing attention to the way natural phenomena appear to the bird. For us human beings, the 

grass is always seen in thick growth. We do not single out a single blade of grass. But to the 

small bird, every blade appears distinct. So, the poet talks of a blade of grass and a dewdrop 

sticking to it, which the thirsty bird sucks eagerly. The bird's needs are all little. Its thirst is 

assuaged by a single drop of dew. Next, the bird pays respects to a beetle by hopping sideways to 

the wall and allowing the beetle to pass. 

 

5. Describe the bird's flight.  

      The last six lines of the poem beautifully describe the bird's flight. The bird unfolds its 

wings. The wings are like oars, and the bird's body is like a boat, pushed forward by the oar-like 

wings. The air is like an ocean. The only difference is that the air is seamless and cannot be 

divided by the wings, as the water of the ocean is divided at least for a few seconds by the oars. 

The flight of the bird is also as soft and noiseless as that of butterflies off sunny banks. Like the 

bird, the butterflies also leap into the vast, ocean-like air and ‘swim’ that is they fly.  

 

 



V.ESSAY 

Write a critical appreciation and analysis of the poem. 

       Emily Elizabeth Dickinson was born in 1830 in Amherst, Massachusetts, into a prominent 

family with strong ties to its community. She never married and lived a sheltered life almost all 

her life at home and within her family circle. She wrote about 1800 poems, some incomplete. 

Dickinson's poetry was heavily influenced by the Metaphysical poets of seventeenth-century 

England, as well as her reading of the Book of Revelation and her upbringing in a Puritan New 

England town, which encouraged a Calvinist, orthodox, and conservative approach to 

Christianity. While Dickinson was extremely prolific as a poet and regularly enclosed poems in 

letters to friends, she was not publicly recognized during her lifetime. The first volume of her 

work was published posthumously in 1890 and the last in 1955. She died in Amherst in 1886. 

        ‘A Bird came down the Walk’ was first published in 1891 in the second collection of 

Dickinson's poems. The poem, like most others, illustrates the distinctive quality of Emily 

Dickinson, that is, even the most commonplace themes are invested with freshness and 

originality in the hands of Emily Dickinson. The poem describes a bird that comes across the 

poet in a garden. But the poet's minute observation, the precision of her words, and the freshness 

of metaphors make the poem uniquely her own. 

        A bird came across the poet in a garden pathway. The bird did not notice that the poet had 

seen him. He hit an angleworm and ate it raw. The curtness of the last two lines of the stanza 

suggests the swiftness of the bird's hitting and eating the worm. Having dined on the worm, the 

bird drank dew-drops from nearby grass and then swiftly hopped sideways to a wall to give way 

to beetle. The poet's acute observation of the whole scene is remarkable for its vividness and 

clarity. Perhaps perching on the wall, the bird glanced rapidly all around. His rapid eyes sparkled 

with fright and looked like beads. The expression "frightened beads" is very fresh and original. 

The fright of the bird is further attested by the stir of his velvet head. It appeared like one in 

danger. The poet offered a crumb very cautiously to the bird. Yet, the bird unrolled its feathers 

and softly rowed itself home. 

       In this poem, Dickinson exhibits her extraordinary poetic powers of observation and 

description of a simple incident of a bird. The speaker passionately portrays the bird as it eats a 

worm, brushes at the grass, hops by a beetle, and looks around fearfully. But the most incredible 

feature of this poem is the imagery of flying away of bird in the last stanza. She compares the 



wings to the oars which row the beautiful bird homewards. The bird is associated with a boat and 

the open blue sky to the ocean in the poem. The softness with which the bird rowed itself home 

is presented here in a series of pictures. It is like the ease and softness with which oars, while 

rowing, divide the ocean. It is like the splash less leap of butterflies in some afternoon, in some 

river. The movement of the bird is very silent as the use of the word ‘softer’ indicates. The wings 

of the bird are more silent while flying than the oars that divide the metaphorical water while 

sailing. The poet then provides an image of butterflies flying around at noon. The movement of 

the butterflies is very molten and smooth. The poet visualizes these butterflies swimming without 

any ripples and splashes. 

       Thus, the unbridgeable gap between man and nature is emphasized in this poem. The bird's 

eating a worm and shrinking from a beetle imply that even in the world of nature there is 

constant civil war and mutual destruction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


